
  

JOBS FOR MONTANA’S GRADUATES 

IN THE NEWS 
The Jobs for Montana’s Graduates 
program recently held their Fall 
Leadership Conference (FLC) in 
Helena. Over 275 students, career 
specialists, chaperones, bus driv-
ers and community leaders par-
ticipated in the event, that was 
held at the Red Lion Colonial Inn 
on November 2nd. 
The leadership conference is one of 
the many highlights integrated 
within the Montana Career Asso-
ciation (MCA).  The MCA is a 
main component of the JMG pro-
gram that engages the students in 
activities and projects within their 
respective communities, focusing 
on career, civic, leadership, and 
social activities. 
This year’s conference focused on 
the MCA student officers in a half 
day workshop centered on leader-
ship concepts. 
Ted Wiese, one of America’s best 
known youth leadership develop-
ment speakers, used humor and 
physical interaction to communi-

cate with the students.  He instills 
in the students that they can 
make a difference and teaches 
them how to do it.  Through his 
activity-based workshop students 
learned how to develop leadership 
skills in an energetic, highly inter-
active, humorous and effective 
manner.  By sharing his wisdom 
and real life stories, Ted’s presen-
tation left the students with the 
information and skills to take back 
to their respective schools and 
place into action. 
After the morning’s workshop 
presentation, the student officers 
then engaged in great conversa-
tions with table hosts during the 
luncheon.  State and local busi-
ness professionals from around 
the community shared their career 
journeys and the lessons learned. 
This was a fantastic opportunity 
for the students to get to know 
leaders from all walks of life.   
The table hosts represented a 
variety of career backgrounds and 

feedback from the JMG students, 
career specialists and community 
leaders was overwhelmingly posi-
tive.   
Competitive Events for the Logo 
Design competition and National 
JAG Leadership Event (Letter) 
were awarded, followed by a slide 
show presentation, which con-
cluded this year’s event. 

NAVIGATING THE CHALLENGES OF LEADERSHIP 
Fall Leadership Conference Dedicated to Leadership 
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The Montana Youth ChalleNGe Color Guard 
was on hand to present the colors for this 
year’s conference. 
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Ted Wiese, a motivational speaker 
from Indiana, brought the students 
to their feet at this year’s FLC. 

Pictured above are the winners of the JAG’s National Leader-
ship Event.  These students represented Montana at the Na-
tional Student Leadership Conference in Washington D.C.  
Pictured from left are: Lt. Governor John Bollinger, Katrina 
Wilhelm, John Miller, Carissa Oberman, Abby Steele, Attorney 
General Steve Bullock, and JessieLynn Drake. 

A student visits with one of the many 
table hosts during the luncheon at 
the Fall Leadership Conference. 

Students enjoying a break from the 
conference leadership activities. 

M o n t a n a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r  &  I n d u s t r y  
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“You Americans have 
no idea how lucky you 
are!  You can do 
anything you want to 
and be anything you 
want to!  You have 
freedom!  You have 
freedom!” 

This delicious meal was served to 
approximately 60 people with the 
JMG and FCCLA classes doing 
most of the preparation and serv-
ing. 
At the conclusion of the meal, 
there were many happy smiles 
and full stomachs. 

Five students recently traveled to 
Washington D.C. to attend the 
14th annual National Student 
Leadership Conference (NSLC).  
The students won the all-expense 
paid trip by competing in an essay 
contest through JMG. 
Those representing Montana were:  
JessieLynn Drake, Helena PAL; 
John Miller, Judith Gap; Carissa 
Oberman, Butte High; Abby 
Steele, Culbertson; and Katrina 
Wilhelm, Sidney.  Chaperoning 
the students was the JMG special-
ist from Culbertson, Mary 
Machart, and Connie Oberman of 
Butte. 
After many long hours in flight, 
the Montana delegation reached 
their destination at the Premiere 
Sheraton Hotel, located in Vienna, 
Virginia. 
The group from Montana shared 
their table at the awards luncheon 
with Attorney General Steve Bul-
lock and a JAG graduate from 
Maryland, who is now a marine in 
the U.S. Marine Corps.  During 
the National Anthem students 

were in awe as fireworks went off 
inside!  What a spectacle!  The 
luncheon was held at the Omni 
Shoreham Hotel in the heart of 
downtown D.C. 
The students felt that the leader-
ship sessions held on Thursday 
were just as intriguing and excit-
ing as the state leadership confer-
ence that was held in Helena in 
the fall.   
Throughout the three day confer-
ence, everyone was taken aback as 
they listened to a variety of people 
speak of how valued this program 
is across the nation. 
Students were further amazed by 
the shear magnitude of the Arling-
ton National Cemetery.  Walking 
amid the markers of so many 
American heroes, led everyone to 
the tomb of the Unknown Soldier.  
At this site there were wreaths 
placed in honor of the JAG organi-
zation. 
Touring the monuments, both 
during the day and the evening, 
made a great impression on all of 
us; reminding us all how lucky we 

are to be free.  As our bus driver 
shared with us, after losing his 
brother and best friend in the 
Vietnam War.  He asked a favor of 
us as we left the bus...to touch the 
wall and say thank you to all of 
those who gave their lives for our 
freedom. 
The many sights were breathtak-
ing and everyone left Washington 
D.C. equipped to become a better 
leader and also a better American.  
One can’t help but feel proud to be 
an American when visiting our 
Nation’s Capital.   
And no one person said it better 
than the shuttle driver, a gentle-
man who left his very high paying 
job in Lebanon to come to the 
United States.  “You Americans 
have no idea how lucky you are!  
You can do anything you want to 
and be anything you want to!  You 
have freedom!  You have freedom!”  
His words will ring in our hearts 
forever, as a reminder of how 
proud we should be every day. 

Hosting this year’s event were 
Bridger JMG students: Andrea 
Woeppel, Desiree Braten, Nic 
Byrer, Trevor Christean, Tryston 
Matt, Jake Parker, and Sam Pfeif-
fer.  A special thank you to Sierra 
Roukey for her assistance. 
 
The Bridger JMG class also part-
nered with the school’s FCCLA 
class to prepare a Thanksgiving 
meal for the Senior Citizens of the 
Valley on November 23rd. 

The Bridger JMG Career Fair was 
a success once again this year.  On 
November 17th over 700 students 
filled the National Guard Armory 
in Billings.   
Fifty presenters and nineteen 
schools from around the region 
were present for this annual 
event.  The career specialist from 
Bridger, Vicki Kaufman, said that 
there were many compliments 
from both presenters and school 
counselors.   

Students participated in the Twilight 
Tour of the Monuments which was an 
evening bus ride through the Washington 
D.C. mall.  Pictured above are Katrina 
Wilhelm, JessieLynn Drake, Mary 
Machart, Abby Steele and John Miller. 

BRIDGER CAREER FAIR 
Once Again a Success 

guides took the students on a 
tour of the campus, beginning 
with the bookstore and ending 
with all the places on campus 
that are “haunted”!   
They showed the kids a build-
ing that is designed to flood so 
that the engineering students 
can test out their concrete ca-
noes. 
The kids also got to sit in on 
college classes and some even 
got to participate! 
After the classes it was back to the 
Cube for lunch.  The kids could not 
believe what a selection the cafete-
ria had!  Brit and Katie escorted 
the students back to C.R. where 

they debriefed with their teacher, 
Barb Cooper.  All of the kids came 
away from this wonderful ex-
perience expecting to attend 
college. 

On November 19th the C R Ander-
son Middle School JMG class went 
to Carroll College with their two 
Carroll volunteers.  These two 
women, Brit and Katie, had been 
volunteering in the JMG class 
since the beginning of the school 
year. 
They had the idea that the stu-
dents from Barb Cooper’s JMG 
class should see what college life is 
like so they arranged for a morn-
ing at Carroll. 
On that frosty morning, Brit and 
Katie came to C R and walked 
with the kids to Carroll where they 
were met at the Cube (the Student 
Center) by two tour guides.  The 

A TRIP TO COLLEGE! 
C R Anderson Middle School JMG Class Goes To College 

LET FREEDOM RING 
National Student Leadership Conference - Washington D.C. 
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C R Anderson MS students Max Roberts, 
left, and Brian Geesling, right, accompa-
nied Katie Mackin, college student, on the 
Carroll College tour on November 19th. 

Pictured above is a tree that was deco-
rated by the Sidney JMG chapter for the 
annual Parade of Trees fundraiser that is 
sponsored by the Boys & Girls Club.  The 

The Whitefish Independent HS JMG class 
held their Initiation and Installation 
Ceremony on September 30th.  In one of the 
more memorable I & I ceremonies, former 
JMG students united each new member by 
pouring sand into a “unity vase”.  Above is 
a photo of the entire JMG class.   
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WHAT DOES JMG MEAN TO YOU? 
WHITEFISH JMG RESPONDS 

with the structures?” “Did 
anyone emerge as a leader?” 
“How would the activity have 
been different if verbal com-
munication could be used?” 
It was a fun way to teach 
teamwork and figure out 
other ways to communicate 
without using words! 

door.”  Mrs. Steele commented 
that “However varied the re-
sponses were, it is clear  
Whitefish High School stu-
dents are proud to be a part of 
Jobs for Montana’s Graduates 
and thankful for he opportuni-
ties that JMG has provided.” 
Whitefish High School JMG 
students at right are Jamie 
Malmquist, Savannah Gon-
zalez, Isaiah Vorhies, Shane 
Kirchhoffer, Kendra Snethen 
and Sami Eason. 

The Judith Gap JMG class has 
been very busy this fall with their 
Program of Work, which are those 
activities and civic projects within 
the Montana Career Association 
(MCA). 
During Red Ribbon Week, the 
JMG students planned and organ-
ized weeklong activities to spread 
the word about the dangers of 
drug and alcohol use. 
The students held a door decorat-
ing contest (see photo at left) and 
also hosted a guest speaker and 
drug dog to come for an all-school 
assembly. 
In October they sponsored a Har-
vest Ball and Benefit Auction to 
help defray medical costs for a 
former math teacher’s husband.  
We rounded up donations to auc-
tion off and raise money to help 
the family offset expenses in-
curred from the medical treat-
ments.  Through their efforts, 95 
items were donated and over 

$8,000 was 
raised for the 
family.  This 
is amazing, 
considering 
the size of the 
community.  
After the 
auction the 

history teacher played music and 
we danced to celebrate a bountiful 
harvest.  The students were very 
proud and humbled to be a part of 
such a successful event. 
Even though the weather was 
frightful that day, we served 
Thanksgiving dinner to 25 area 
senior citizens.  The students 
prepared and served turkey, 
mashed potatoes, gravy, stuffing, 
cranberries, rolls, and dessert.   
The Judith Gap JMG class are to 
be commended for their volunteer-
ism and outstanding leadership 
roles within their school and com-
munity.   

“How did you know when everyone 
was satisfied with the structure?” 
“How did they deal with frustra-
tion if the structure fell over?” “Did 
they feel like they were competing 
against the other groups?” 
Throughout the second part of the 
activity the students had to join 
all the teams’ structures together 
as one unit.  Non-verbal communi-
cation was still the rule. Everyone 
in the group had to be satisfied 
with the structures.  Discussion 
followed the activity with ques-
tions such as, “Was it harder to 
work with the entire group or just 
your small group?” “How did you 
know that everyone was satisfied 

Teamwork is an essential skill in 
the job market.  To help practice 
this skill, students from Dutton/
Brady Middle School were divided 
into three teams and their assign-
ment was to build a house without 
talking, grunting, humming or 
making any other sounds.  They 
could not illustrate or draw their 
idea.  They had fifteen minutes to 
finish the house.  If it fell down, 
they had to start over.  Giving up 
was not an option.  The activity 
was debriefed , and some of the 
questions discussed were “What 
was it like to work in silence?”  
“What techniques did you use be-
sides verbal communication?” 

First year career specialist at 
Whitefish High School, Kathleen 
Steele, asked students enrolled in 
the Jobs for Montana’s Graduates 
program, “What does JMG mean 
to you?” Here is what they had to 
say:  JMG Vice President Jamie 
Malmquist said, “I am learning 
skills for the rest of my life.”  
Kendra Snethen, the class Treas-
urer commented that, “JMG 
means hope and success” and 
Public Relations Specialist Isaiah 
Vorhies said that “JMG is an open 

DUTTON/BRADY SCHOOLS 
Middle School Displays Teamwork 

PROGRAM OF WORK SHINES IN JUDITH GAP 
Students Busy with Civic Projects 
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For a fun activity the Glasgow’s JMG class held minnow races as 
part of a fundraiser for Oktoberfest (above).  This annual Home-
coming event was a lot of fun and the class raised a lot of money 
in the process.  A word of advice:  “Find your minnows early.” 

Among the winners in this year’s logo design 
competition were, (pictured from left to right) Lt. 
Governor John Bollinger, Megan Cummings, 
Troy High School third place; Kelsey Kessner, 
Roberts High School, first place; ShiAnn Grif-
fin, Helena PAL, second place; and Attorney 
General Steve Bullock. 

Pictured at left is the Dutton/Brady High 
School JMG class.  The students recently did a 
trust/leadership activity where a student leader 
guided the students around a planned route in 
the school yard.  Very challenging indeed! 

This year’s winning logo design is the 
image seen above.  The logo was de-
signed by the Roberts High School 
JMG class.  The logo will be used 
throughout the year on letterhead, t-
shirts and other JMG documents.  
Congratulations Roberts High School 
for submitting such a wonderful logo! 
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The Plains JMG class recently hosted a blood drive in the high school to 
raise awareness about the importance of donating blood to the American 
Red Cross.  A representative from the American Red Cross spoke to the 
class about donating blood and how to run a blood 
drive, which included recruitment, registration, 
and the canteen area.  The civic coordinator, Beth-
any Mack, and her committee did a fantastic job 
recruiting eligible students, faculty and staff to 
participate in the hour long donation process.  The 
drive resulted in 32 donations out of 62 eligible 
donors .  Donors enjoyed the canteen area consist-
ing of food and snacks provided by the JMG class.   

http://wsd.dli.mt.gov/jmg/jmg.asp 

ing her thanks for the kind gesture. 
She wrote, “Oh 
my gosh, I just 
received the 
enormous pack-
age you guys 
sent me. It was 
so awesome and 
I am so, I don’t 

know, LOL. Please give everyone who 
helped a huge thank you from me and 
everyone here who I am going to share 

the goodies with. Love, love, 
love my fleece blanket. Those 
are my favorite ones. The pack-
age was perfect!” 
A key contributor to our class 
is a gentleman named Bob 
Dorion who is a volunteer 
through the Missoula Aging 
Services. Bob has an extensive 
background in owning several 
of his own business and has 

been a key figure in helping our 
students develop a professional title. 
He is a WWII veteran, who is truly 
from the “Greatest Generation.” We 
were able to honor Bob on Veterans 
day by signing a card, baking him a 

cake, and 
putting 
together an 
interactive 
video with 
patriotic 
music and 
memories. 
It is from 
his efforts 

that we are able to have amazing 
programs such as JMG.  
Some of the other projects we’ve 
completed include:  Wood Cutting 
and Gathering Day; Snow Bowl 

Football Game & Fundraiser; 
Oreo Cookie Turkey Day at the 
Elementary School; and Commu-
nity Clean up Day.  In the not too 
distant future, we will be boxing up 
a Christmas dinner and dropping it 
off at a family’s home here in the 
community that needs a little extra 
help and something to eat this 
Holiday Season.  

The Frenchtown JMG program has 
caught fire and the students have 
been doing some amazing things in 
their Program of Work. Since Octo-
ber, the students have been coming 
up with great ideas on how we can 
get out of the classroom and into the 
community. The following are a few 
examples of those activities: 
Care Package for Soldier – On 
Veteran’s day and for the wonderful 
upcoming Holidays, our students 
wanted to honor 
someone serving 
our country, so 
we found a 
soldier to adopt 
who is currently 
serving in Af-
ghanistan. This 
young lady who 
we chose to 
adopt is doing 
an amazing service for our country 
and we wanted to take time out to 
say thank you by putting together a 
care package to send her. For a class 
field trip, we went to Super Wal-Mart 
where we had a list of things that the 

soldier 
needed or 
possibly 
wanted that 
is hard to 
get over 
there. The 
students 
divided up 
into teams 

and took a section of the list and 
wandered around gathering up the 
needed supplies. After returning to 
school, our class wrote a letter of 
support and thanks as we included a 
class picture inside 
the box. Not sure 
how long it would 
take for the pack-
age to arrive to 
her, we were sur-
prised when only a 
week and a half 
later she emailed 
our class express-

FRENCHTOWN JMG CLASS 
Busy About Town 

Contact Us 
Jobs for Montana’s Graduates  
PO Box 1728 
Helena, MT  59624-1728 
Ph 406-444-0978 
Fax  406-444-30347 1200 copies of this public 

document were published at 
an estimated cost of $.63 per 
copy, for a total cost of 
$756.00, which includes print-
ing and distribution fees. 

PLAINS JMG HOSTS BLOOD DRIVE 

The Helena PAL JMG class 
has been busy preparing two 
table top trees and two 
holiday wreaths for the local 
fundraiser, The Festival of 
Trees.  Their entry, Razzle 
Dazzle, (pictured above) 
received honorable mention.   

THANK YOU! 
We would like to thank the following for  

their dedication and continued support of JMG 
 

SWIB 
State Workforce Investment Board 

SAF 
Student Assistance Foundation 

MSEC 
Montana State Employer’s Council 

JMGF 
Jobs for Montana’s Graduates Foundation 

STUDENT SNAPSHOTS 

Hallie Finnicum, 
JMG student from 
Culbertson, changes 
the mood in the 
sophomore class 
after presenting a 
visual example of 
what a young teen-
ager would miss out 
on in life, from one 

night of drinking and driving.  Hallie recently 
attended a Peer Group Educator training in 
Helena earlier this fall through OPI.  As Peer 
Group Educator, this young lady opened the 
eyes of many of her classmates.   


